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to establish the concept of an instinct determining and
regulating our conscious action, we must also have recourse
to the correlated concept of a factor determining the uni-
formity and regularity of our apprehension. It is this factor
which I term the archetype, the primordial image. The
image might be suitably understood as intuition of the
instinct in itself, analogous to the conception of conscious-
ness as an internal image of our objective vital processes.
Just as our conscious conception determines the form and
purpose of our conscious action, so unconscious apprehension
determines through the archetype the form and purpose
of instinct. Just as we believe instinct to be thoroughly
adapted and sometimes incredibly clever, so we have to
assume that intuition, to which instinct owes its existence,
must be of extraordinary precision.
The criterion of the ' all-or-none' reaction, pointed out
by Dr. Rivers, has helped us to discover the activity of
instinct everywhere in concrete human psychology, I
hope that my concept of the primordial image may perform
a similar service when we try to discover the activity of
intuition in practical human psychology. It is quite easy
to discover intuitional activity in primitive peoples. There
we constantly meet with typical images and motives which
are the foundations of their mythologies. Those images are
autochthonous and of relatively great uniformity, as, for
instance, the idea of magic power or magic substance, of
spirits and their behaviour, of demons and gods and their
legends* We see the perfection of those images and at the
same time their envelopment by rational forms, in the great
religions of the world. The archetypes appear even in the
exact sciences, where they are at the root of indispensable
auxiliary concepts, as of the ether, energy, and the atom.
In philosophy Bergson affords an example of the revival
of a very old image in his conception of the ' duree creatrice ',
already met with in Proclus and, in a still more primitive
form, in Heraclitus.

